The Integrated Assessment Society is a not-for-profit entity created to promote the community of inter-disciplinary and disciplinary scientists, analysts and practitioners who develop integrated assessment. The goals of the society are to nurture this community, to promote the development of IA and to encourage its wise application.
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. The event attracted numerous scientists, policy makers and practitioners who focused on one central question: how to reduce the trade-offs and build synergies among various sectors that play a role in the WEF nexus in order to strengthen sustainability. In this article, we share some of our insights from that conference.
From integration to nexus
The interconnectedness between water resources and other sectors, such as agriculture, nature conservation and spatial planning, has long been recognized in the water sector. In addressing these interconnections, Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) has become a key concept. Other sectors have also adopted integrated approaches, for example, for the management of energy, pesticides or waste. To some extent, the nexus approach can be seen as a followup to existing attempts to implement more integrated approaches. In comparison to the concept of IWRM and other integrated approaches there are, however, important differences. First, the nexus concept explicitly refers to multiple sectors and is therefore expected to be much more successful in attracting the attention of actors from these sectors. Second, whereas sectoral approaches such as IWRM have a strong emphasis on the three pillars of sustainability, the nexus concept has been criticized for not paying sufficient attention to the environment. This shortcoming can be overcome when the concept of ecosystem services is integrated into the operationalization of the nexus concept.
More information about the conference can be found at: http://wefconference.gwsp.org/ The importance of the WEF Nexus A central theme at the GWSP conference were the interconnections among water, energy and food. The rationale for focusing on this nexus is that the safeguarding of water supplies, energy resources and food security is one of the greatest challenges we face, particularly since demand is rising, resources are being depleted and climatic conditions are changing. The conference served to reinforce the fact that water, food and energy are interconnected in many different ways. To mention just a few: energy production requires cooling water, irrigated agriculture is the largest user of freshwater, and water supply and wastewater treatment are among the largest energy users. Increasing biofuel production has tremendous impacts both on agriculture (e.g., competition for farm land, depletion of soil productivity) and water (e.g., pollution, scarcity). Interconnections among water, energy and food are one of several aspects that matter in the nexus approach. Just as important are, for example, sustainability, ecosystem services, urbanization and livelihoods. Within this context, special attention was also given to using the nexus approach in the global Sustainable Development Goals that are currently being formulated (as a follow up to the United Nations Millennium Development Goals).
Governance of the nexus
One of the conference conclusions states that "responsible governance of natural resources is the necessary first step for action on the Water-Energy-Food Nexus". As various speakers argued, implementing a nexus approach is predominantly a governance problem. Despite their functional and physical linkages, governance sectors still tend to work in their silos. huge lack of capacity in existing institutions to govern across boundaries, the development of new institutions does not provide a solution either. Rather, policies and governance mechanisms that are more inclusive and enhance cross-sectoral coordination must be developed. This involves the adaptation of existing policies and, if necessary, the development of new ones. Both governments and international organizations should play a role in achieving improved coordination which can be stimulated, if necessary, by economic incentives 2 . Coordination needs to take place at different levels. Adaptive policy frameworks should set targets but leave flexibility for tailoring coordination mechanisms to socio-economic and environmental conditions during implementation. Developing and implementing such integrated and flexible policy frameworks requires integrated assessment and stakeholder participation at various levels, challenges for which considerable expertise and experience exist within the TIAS community.
Concluding remarks
During the various plenary and parallel sessions at the conference, a wide range of interconnections and related issues were introduced and explored. How much sectors and sectoral policies can be integrated and to what extent remains a key question. At the conference, particular attention was paid to the following questions:
• How much can and should the water-energy-food nexus be coordinated during the policy development and policy implementation processes?
• Which instruments are already available and in place for implementing the nexus?
• What can the role of international cooperation be in supporting knowledge exchange for implementing the nexus?
• What are major knowledge gaps for implementing the nexus and what is needed from science to fill them? Looking back on the conference and its results, a wide range of topics were covered which attracted a broad audience. The ambition of the next TIAS webinar in October 2014 is a more modest focus on the water-food nexus only. In this webinar we will further elaborate on the challenges associated with the nexus approach and explore how the TIAS community may contribute expertise to tackling these challenges. ____________ 2 See also the Conference Call to Action (Bonn, May 20 th 2014), http://wef-conference.gwsp.org/call-to-action.html
Learning from the Multiple Discourses of SIA

Caroline van Bers, TIAS
The basis for and breadth of our interest in promoting improved social impact assessment processes was initially described in the feature article of the March issue of the TIAS newsletter.
This year, TIAS launched a working group to support the community of practitioners who conduct Social Impact Assessment (SIA) in order to help improve what is often a challenging and complex undertaking. In order to provide an overview of the state of the art and to help define the scope of the working group's efforts, TIAS hosted a webinar on May 15 th . The event was attended by 21 practitioners and scientists and featured three experts with perspectives from different sectors who shared their experiences in SIA: Their presentations and a summary of the webinar as a whole can be downloaded from the TIAS website: https://www.tiasweb.info. In the discussions that took place among participants subsequent to the presentations, several aspects of SIA were identified for strengthening, improved guidance and/or adding value to the practice:
Distributional impacts of environmental policies in
• How to guide organisations from multiple sectors through a complex field, featuring many approaches and tools?
• How to demonstrate positive and negative impacts through SIA?
• Providing guidelines for carrying out SIA at the community level.
• The use of causal-loop diagramming for scopingidentification of key variables and disentangling multiple viewpoints and interests.
• The need for simplification in order to integrate distributional effects into Impact Assessments.
• How to avoid the oversimplification of social impact to income/employment distribution only (in a social development context).
In addition to these methodological considerations, another theme of interest was identified, that of integrating or merging the separate discourses that have emerged including: SIA as an ex ante policy assessment tool in the EU, an organisational effectiveness tool, a regulatory tool for determining project acceptability and an industry tool for managing the social impacts of projects. At a minimum it is valuable to explore these for the learning experience to be gained.
Working group members have reviewed these open questions and topics. The first set of methodological challenges is largely in the domain of professional organisations like the International Associate of Integrated Assessment (IAIA) as well as academia where methods, data and measurement issues are being addressed. Connecting the various discourses has therefore been identified as a gap that TIAS can help to fill from a practical rather than theoretical perspective. Global assessments have been and are a theme for many members of TIAS, and could also be considered among the discourses. The value of linking these discourses or venues lies in the exchange and thus mutual learning that it facilitates.
The work will involve a literature review and expert interviews and will culminate in a paper to be submitted to and presented at a conference (most likely IAIA) in 2015. In addition, it may, depending on the results, be valuable to create a guidance document for practitioners. The working group is currently seeking an organisation that is interested in commissioning this work.
More details on the scope of this study will be provided in the The conference provided an opportunity for the main results of the LIAISE work on Impact Assessment for Sustainable Development over the past 4.5 years to be presented. This included presentations on:
• The current practice of Impact Assessment in Europe and beyond;
• The LIAISE KIT: A knowledge and community platform for Impact Assessment for Sustainable Development. At its core is the concept of Quality of models and methods for IA;
• An approach for the Co-Design of Knowledge with interested parties;
• A concept for a Shared Research Agenda session that sets out the path ahead for joint research programming. In order to ensure the relevancy of research for societal decision making, the network will continue its efforts and provide services in the context of impact assessment for sustainable development. The mission of the Network is outlined in the LIAISE Charter which was presented during the conference. Furthermore, the future of LIAISE as a Community of Practice was discussed with regard to desired directions for future research and activities of the Community. The feedback from the LIAISE Policy Board in a round table discussion at the end of the conference was overall very positive and encouraging. In particular, many panelists highlighted the LIAISE KIT as a tangible and valuable result of the LIAISE Network of Excellence.
The LIAISE KIT for Impact Assessment: http://www.liaise-kit.eu/ The LIAISE KIT is a website that contains descriptions of various types of knowledge that can be used in the context of policy Impact Assessment. This site provides two services:
• A library of models, methods, good practices and experts: Various sources of knowledge are described and can be queried using keywords from the domain of policy Impact Assessment
• A community platform to collaborate in the field of Impact Assessment: users are invited to share their knowledge in the field of Impact Assessment for sustainable development. The LIAISE network encourages participation on the platform as an expert or a lead editor. Users can also upload their publications. 
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